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Fedstats (www.fedstats.gov): The main portal for finding government statistics. The
government really has tried to make this accessible, but if you don’t know what you’re
looking for, it may be hard to find at the site.
The U.S. Census Bureau (www.census.gov): Bookmark this! This gives you access to
all Census data, whether about people, businesses, trade, and much more.
Country Business Patterns (www.census.gov/epcd/cbp/view/cbpview.html): Eureka!
This site has the nitty gritty about businesses in your own area, down to zip code level.
This is an easy to use database with detailed info. Be sure to click the box with the word
“Detail” to get more information. If you want to know what’s going on in your home
own, this is the place.
Quick Facts (http://quickfacts.census.gov/qfd/index.html): This is an easy way to access
a wide variety of information about population characteristics at the state or county level.
American FactFinder (www.factfinder.census.gov): A gateway site of the Census
Bureau to specific information on people, housing, and geographic data.
The “Economic Census” (www.census.gov/epcd/www/guide.html and
www.census.gov/epcd/ec02/guide.html): Compiled every five years, the Economic
Census gathers very detailed information on business activity, by industry and subsectors
of industries, down to the zip code level. These can provide you with very specific
information for your target area.
The Census Bureau’s State Data Centers (www.census.gov/sdc/www/): The US
Census bureau maintains this site, linking to each state’s main statistic sites.

Module 3 Resources
• Small Business Development Centers: Your local SBDC office is likely to be able to help
you understand the specific business regulations you’ll have to deal with in your
community. The SBDC will also have contact information for city, county, and state
offices (such as a County recorder or city planning department).
• BusinessLaw.gov (http://business.usa.gov/): This is a website set up and maintained by the
U.S. government, to accumulate information from various federal agencies as well as from
individual states regarding business laws and regulations.
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Individual state business portals: Individual U.S. states all have their own websites. Many of
these also have set up gateways or “portals” to assist those who want to do business in that
state.
These portals compile a great deal of information in one place. Here are a few tricks to find
your
state’s business gateway:
• Try www.state. (your state’s two-letter abbreviation).us or try www.state (your
state’s two-letter abbreviation).gov. In other words, for California, the website
would be www.state.ca.us; for New York, http://www.ny.gov/. Once at your state’s
site, look for “Business,” “Starting a Business,” or similar.
• At a search engine (such as Google), type in your state and the words “business
resources.” In other words, for Iowa, type in “Iowa business resources.” This may
turn up additional state business sites.

There is no assessment for this module. To finish Module 12 and
complete your Official Entrepreneur Certification, send an email to
Info@WomensInformationNetwork.com using the subject, Requesting
Certificate of Completion.
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